
A Dying Patient 
Ministers to a Chaplain

Come, be a companion with me!
Come, sit with me
Touch me
Hug me
Smile at me
Talk with me
Pray with me
Lovingly look at me
I long for your presence with me

Let me teach you how
To be
To sit
To wait
To love
To listen
To hold my hand
To let God’s grace encircle us
As we allow the mystery of life unfold

Then our visit will be mutually blessed
And we will serve one another to the best.

“ A Dying Patient Ministers to a Chaplain” by Mary Joan Meyer, FSM, who was a chaplain in a large city hospital.
This poem, which first appeared in the FSM Magazine, is published in

America at the Millennium, The Best Poems and Poets of the 20th Century. Shared with permission.
Graphic by Jean Morningstar, snjm, from her “Christian Clip Art” CD. Used with permission.
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