AppleRitual

I ntroduction
Abowl or basket of various kinds of apples--enough for an
applefor each person participating in theritual.

L eader

We gather in faith for we have been marked by the
sign of Christ's Cross, and we pray in the name of the
Creator, in the name of the Redeemer and in the name
of the Sanctifier.

All Amen

L eader
May the tenderness of Abba our Father,
thelove of Jesus our brother
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

beawayswith us.
All
May the tender ness of Abba our Father,
thelove of Jesus our brother
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be alwayswith us.
Readings
L eader
Hear People of God!

Hear the Word of God, sung by Moses:

Reader | Deuteronomy 32: 8-10

"When the most high apportioned the nations, when
he divided humankind, he fixed the boundaries of the
peoples according to the number of gods; the Lord's
own portion was his people, Jacob his allotted share.

He sustained him in the desert land, in a howling wil-
dernesswaste; he shielded him, cared for him, guarded
him asthe apple of hiseye."
V. Sung Response

f Glory and praiseto our God

v ' Who alone giveslight to our days.
A Many are the blessings God bears
to those who trust in God's ways.

L eader
Hear People of God! Hear the Word of God, givento
Huub Oosterhuis:

L]
Reader || .—"-'"j_,‘-.
Adapted from" At *" . .
Times| See" by - W -
Huub Oosterhuis: . “'
"God was walk-

ing around the universe one

day

All the solar systems and the nebulous stars
ran under God'sfeet likeafield.

Then the Creator found atreasure, lying hidden

likeafallen appleinafield.

It was this earth, with aperson onit.
Andinthegreat joy,
God sold all that God had--
the Almighty's omnipotence and all-seeing Eye
God's heaven and God's hell--
And the Creator bought the apple, this earth."”

Sung Response
Glory and praiseto our God...

Reflection

Leader
Invite participants to each take an apple and mull over it
during thereflection.

---What isan apple?
low-rent public housing for worms?
nature's attempt to create a baseball?
the tears of treesthat bleed to give us food?

---My mother used to tell me that an apple a day
kept the doctor away...
(if only al our medicines came as cheaply!)

---My father told me to polish an apple for my teacher;
perhaps she'd never notice my skipped homework.
(it never worked, though)

---Applesaren't jealous:
red apples, yellow apples, green apples,
brown apples, they all seemto get along
they don't care who movesin next door
the color of the skin of their neighbor-apple
if their daughter marriesaWinesap
instead of aDelicious
if their children get bussed
totheLearning AppleTree.



---Just remember, though:
"One bad apple spoilsthe barrel ."

---Applesare adaptable:
-They don't careif they end up
asAmerican asapple pieor
as European as stuffing for aroast suckling pig.

-They get shellacked and be-ribboned for Christmas
and hung in brand new clothes
on old-fashioned Christmastrees.

-They'll eventurninto apple-jack,
if your throat's dry and your spirit's need lifting.

---Applesareaworld:
aglobewith thinfragile skin,
so easily bruised by wanton children.

---Apples are asource of pilgrimage:
just ask Johnny Appleseed--he'd tell you one could
live ameaner life than serving the apple.

---Applesmake great prayer starters:
that'sbecausethereare
asmany kinds of apples
asthere are kinds of people,
and there are as many kinds of prayer
asthere are kinds of people.

-When you biteinto aDelicious, think
"Taste and see the sweetness of the Lord."

-Or, when you chew a Concord think of...
the "kingdom of Concord and Peace."

-Don't forget the noble Macintosh...think ...
"If someone asksfor your shirt,

givethem your Macintosh aswell."
-There's even the crabapple, for those days
when you have to talk to your spouse
before you've had your morning coffee...

---Apples are asign of The Mystery of God
to really understand an apple,
you just can't look at it and weighiit.
You haveto sink your teethinto it,
getinsideit, digest it,
makeit apart of yourself.

Therell aways be anirreducible, indigestible core,
something that can't be assimilated,
can only open out onto new growth.

Acknowledgments

The death of the appleseed

in the cold tomb of autumn earth
becomes the springtime resurrection
of pink white apple-blossoms.

Sung Response —
Glory and praiseto our God... f '

Ritual Action

L eader

Take a few moments to study your
apple, and invest it with whatever meaning you dis-
cover initandinyour life. Then, giveit, completewith
the giftsyou'veinvested in it, to someone el se.

ClosingRite
L eader
And now please rise and lift your appleswith mein
blessing:

Baruch Atoh Adonai--
Blessed Are You, Lord God of all creation!

Through your goodness you have given us
thefruit of the Earth

It has becomefor usthe sign
of the mystery of your life.

All (sing twice)
Oh, the Lord isgood to me
and so | thank the Lord
for giving me the things | need.
the sun, the moon, the appleseed.
The Lord isgood to me.
(from " Johnny Appleseed")

L eader

May God bless us and keep us.

May God's face shine upon us
and be graciousto us.

May God look upon us kindly
and give us peace.

And may we al be kept
asthe apple of God'seye
inJesus name.

All Amen.
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